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Claims 1 -4 are pending. Claim 5 is cancelled without prejudice. 

Claims i-4standreje«edunder35U.S.C. 1 03(a) as unpatentable over US Patent 

Mo 4,531,921 (von Torklus et al). 

All reiections are thus respectfully traversed. 

, , fails to disclose substantially the entire strap and strap closure member structures set 
12 ZZZZ example, on pages 5 and * of the Office Action tbe Examiner bas 

v TnrVlusetalfailtodisclosethefirststraphasahooksurface 

IT! SkcltlSp surface and being secured adjacent the 
and an aojacem wop attachment point and the 

eXteri ?^^n^ hoT surfie and an adjacent loop surface 
ESffifilESJS mfexterior surface of the sleeve at a 

between ui c i OS ure member secured adjacent the 

member; and a second «**^ p^ttoo* between the second 
exterior surface of &e sleeve a^ po member, 

MgSher to maintain application of th» second force. . . 
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design choice" (emphasis added): 

Hoover, rejections based on 35 U.S.C. Section .03(a) — 

„SPQ * ^U(fcPA .967). Aoco^y.inn^sneha.eieedon.d.eExan^erh, 
S of - r^site factum basis and may no, — - 

.^mded assumptions or hindsight re_no» ,o supply d«cs - 
M SM f - ■>■■..*■.* A. Krull. 2002 WL 31003013 (Bd. Pa.. App. & Werf. 2002) to 

""^taTd^r CaUned « advent enahies 
individual tensioned to a manner not possibie v*h toe structure of toe cited referee 
Urdjy, toe rejection bnsed on toe a— »*, ~ — " - 
^ioooie. ^ !altea L9 8 0P.2d7.7,2 5 ™ 1 07d(P«d.C 1I .)^ 

Accordingly, withdrawal of toe rejection and allowance of clanns )-4 

^ayiss^i^toisor^^appUcn.ion.AppUean.exp^^es.hen^^ 

totheDoctnneoltqoivaienn. „ ™«i„«l claim or added by amendment a 

of»nyclaim,»betoe,toeUmitodon«aspres=n.mano„gmalctamor y 

*J» or referenced in any argument .0 distinguish any chum from any pnor art A.1 elauns 
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and patentable combination of structure and/or steps, and it is this combination which is 
presumed to patentably distinguish from the prior art, not any particular limitation of any claim. 

Reconsideration and issuance of a Notice of Allowance is requested. In the event 
this response is not timely filed, Applicants hereby petition for the appropriate extension of time 
and request that the fee for the extension along with any other fees which may be due with 
respect to this paper be charged to our Deposit Account No. 12-2355. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LUEDEKA, NEELY & GRAHAM, P.C 

By: ^r-O 

Robert O. Fox 
Registration No. 34, 1 65 

October 19, 2004 
P.O. Box 1871 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37901 
Phone (865) 546-4305 

• * * CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION* * * 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the Patent 
Office on the date shown below to Fax "No. 703-872-9306. 



OCTOBER 19. 2004 



Date Robert O. Fox, Reg. No. 34, 1 65 
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